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SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON CONSULAR PROTECTION 
AND WELEARE FUNCTIONS 
REFERENCE: QUITO 4941 

1. FASCELL SUBCOMMITTEE OF HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE IS TO HOLD HEARINGS THIS WEEK ON PROTECTION AND 
WELFARE OPERATIONS, WITH A FOCUS ON SPECIFIC COUNTRY 
PROBLEMS. ONE SUCH PROBLEM IS DISAPPEARANCE OF THREE 
AMERICANS AND DEATH OF FOURTH IN ECUADOR IN 1975-76. 

2. DEPARTMENT RECOGNIZES AND APPRECIATES THAT YOU HAVE 
REPORTED ALL IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS REGARDING THIS 
CONSULAR PROTECTION PROBLEM. HOWEVER, WE URGENTLY NEED 
AN UPDATE ON THE LATEST INFORMATION YOU HAVE, PLUS ANY 
COMMENTS YOU WISH TO MAKE THEREON, IN TIME FOR 10:00AM 
JULY 14 HEARING, AT WHICH DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
STEDMAN WILL TESTIFY. ACCORDINGLY, REQUEST CABLE RESPONSE 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 161328 

TO ARRIVE WASHINGTON NOT LATER THAN MID-AFTERNOON 
TOMORROW (JULY 13). 

3. HUMPHREY SUBCOMMITTEE OF SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE PLANS HEARINGS BEGINNING AUGUST 3 ON SAME OR 
SIMILAR SUBJECT. THAT HEARING MAY BE POSTPONED UNTIL AFTER 
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LABOR DAY RECESS. YOU SHOULD ALSO INFORM DEPARTMENT OE 
ANY DEVELOPMENTS OCCURRING AETER JULY 13 BUT PRIOR TO 
PROJECTED AUGUST 3 HEARING DATE. 

VANCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 
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